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Abstract: The authors of this paper present tone of the highest-performance variety of the
Turcana sheep breed — Turcana Creatd de Caransebes. They present the morphological
and productive features of this sheep variety, its origin and selection, its use and
importance, and its cultural and economic context. The analysis of these features allowed
the comparison of five varieties of Turcana — Creatd, Breazd, Bucdlaie, Oachega, and
Ruginie from the perspective of their morphological and productive features and from the
perspective of the genetic aspects and selection models in Turcana sheep breed variety
Creata de Caransebes.
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INTRODUCTION

The Turcana Creata de Caransebes sheep is a high-performance variety of the
Turcana breed, selected for its superior milk production and adaptability in the Banat area
[1,5,6,8,13,14].

This variety is part of the subtypes of the Turcand breed, one of the oldest and most
widespread sheep breeds in Romania, known for its mixed production (milk, meat, wool),
resistance, and rusticity [1,8,13,14]. Here are some specific details about the Turcana
Creata de Caransebes:

Morphological and productive characteristics [2,7,10]:

Adaptability: excellent to the climatic conditions of the mountainous and hilly area
of Banat, with resistance to diseases and low maintenance costs;

Body weight: Females: between 35-55 kg; Males: up to 80 kg, with a robust
constitution and pronounced mobility;

Milk production is significantly higher than the breed average, being able to exceed
100 I per lactation (5—6 months), which makes it attractive for dairy-oriented farms [3.,4];

The wool is curly, hence the name, with finer and denser fibres than other Turcana
varieties.

Origin and selection:

It is one of the few local Turcand populations with high performance, along with
Breaza de Hateg and Brastavatu from Olt. The variety was developed in the Caransebes
area, part of the efforts to improve the Turcana breed to increase milk production without
losing its rustic characteristics [18].

Use and importance [12,15]:

It 1s appreciated for its tasty meat, especially in Arab countries, and for its curly
wool, used in traditional products. It lends itself well to extensive farming systems, being
able to capitalize on mountain pastures. [19].

Cultural and economic context:

Banat breeders consider it a heritage value, being part of the pastoral identity of the
region. [16,17] Although specialized breeds (milk or meat) are gaining ground, Turcana
Creata de Caransebes remains a strategic choice for farms that want versatility and
resilience [11].
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
The material used in this paper consists in studies on one of the most representative
sheep breed in Romania — Turcana Creatd de Caransebes. The research method is the
comparative one given that the study covers a comparison between the morphological,

productive, and genetic features of five varieties of this sheep breed.

RESEARCH RESULTS
A comparison between the morphological and productive features of the varieties
of Turcana sheep breed shows (Table 1):

Table 1.
Morphological and productive features of the varieties of Turcana sheep breed
Variety Creata de Breaza Bucilaie Oachesa Ruginie
Caransebes
Adaptability Mountain and Alpine pastures | Mountain and hill | Mountain areas | Hill and mountain
hill pastures areas areas
Area of Origin Caransebes Valea Jiului Apuseni Fagaras Sibiu
(Banat) Parang Mountains Mountains (Transylvania)
Cultural value Regional Considered the Symbol of the Esthetical and Rustic, linked to
symbol in Banat | “Milk Queen” Apuseni mythical traditions
Mountains
Distinctive Robust body Black face with | Bulky body Black face Rustic appearance
Features Curly, dense, a V-shaped Large head Outlined eyes Reddish-brown
white wool white marking Thick, white wool | Semi-fine, face
White face Semi-fine, White face white wool Reddish-brown
white wool rustic wool
Main use Milk + meat + Milk Meat + wool Mixed Meat + wool
wool
Meat production | Good, tasty Medium Very good Good Very good
meat
Milk production | 100-150 Up to 200 Medium (80-120 Medium Medium
1/lactation 1/lactation 1/lactation)
Other notable Good rusticity Considered the Resistance Mobility Adaptability
features Good utilisation | dairy sheep of Valued meat Rusticity Tasty meat
of pastures Europe
Resistance to Very good Good Excellent Good Very good
harsh conditions

Source: own data

Table 1 above shows the following:

- Cultural value: the variety Breaza is often idealised in pastoral culture, the
variety Oachesa has a mythical aspect, and the variety Ruginie evokes
Transylvanian rusticity;

- Distinctive features: the varieties Breazd and Oachesd are the most easily
recognized by their facial pattern, while the variety Bucélaie impresses with its
massiveness;

- Meat: the variety Bucalaie is the most massive, followed by the varieties Creata
and Ruginie — all with tasty meat;

- Milk production: the varieties Breaza (high daily performance) and Creata de
Caransebes (long, constant lactation) are the most efficient in milk production,
with the variety Breaza even having the potential to become specialized breeds;

- Mixed use: though all varieties Turcand sheep breed offer meat, milk and wool,
the varieties Breazd and Creatd are more oriented towards milk, while the
varieties Bucdlaie and Ruginie are more oriented towards meat and rusticity;
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- Wool quality: the variety Creata has curly, dense wool, suitable for traditional
textiles, the variety Bucdlaie has dense wool, while the variety Ruginie has
rarer, reddish-brown wool, very appreciated for its colour.

Genetic data help designing selection models as shown in Table 2 below.

Table 2.
Genetic aspects and selection models in Turcana sheep breed variety Creata de
Caransebes
Variety Cfl:‘fllg.:leZ§$ Breaza Bucdlaie Oachesa Ruginie
Improvement | Local selection | Selection for | Rustic selection Esthetical Traditional
type for milk performance | and massiveness selection genetic
Mobility conservation
Dominant Milk Milk Musculature Mobility Resistance
genetic lines Resistance Fertility Adaptability Rusticity Pigmentation
Prolificacy
Genetic risks Low Consanguinity | Great variability Loss of Pigmentary
heterozygosity | in small herds esthetical dilution
on farms features
Selection Guided Controlled Natural selection Visual and Conservation on
strategies mounting mounting Free-range behavioural | traditional farms
Lactation Daily testing selection
testing
Source: own data
CONCLUSIONS

Therefore, the best strategic choice of a farmer depends on the production goal: if
the farmer is looking for appearance and aesthetic selection, the varieties Breaza and
Oachesa offer visual and genetic variety; if the farmer is looking for milk performance, the
varieties Breaza and Creata de Caransebes are the most suitable; if the farmer is looking for
resistance and low maintenance, the varieties Bucalaie and Ruginie are excellent in
mountain areas.

REFERENCES

[1]. CARABA 1. V., CARABA M.N.,, 2023, Effects of Feeding Management System on
Milk Production and Milk Quality from Sheep of the Turcand Breed. Animals, 13.

[2]. CSIZMADIA BIANCA, ISDRARIU I., HERMAN V., VADUVA LOREDANA,
PETROMAN CORNELIA, PETROMAN 1., 2023, Influence of foot diseases on welfare
and economic balance in sheep, Revista Romana de Medicina Veterinara, 33(3).

[3]. CSIZMADIA ANDREA STEFANA, VADUVA LOREDANA, PETROMAN
CORNELIA, 2023, Implementation of good nutritional practices to stimulate meat
production in sheep using same horticultural species, Scientific Papers-Series B-
Horticulture, 67.

[4]. HUTU, I., 2015, Farm animal production: a course for animal productions and
husbandry, Mirton Publishing, Timisoara.

[5]. GAVOJDIAN D., PACALA N., SAUER M., PADEANU 1., TRIPON I., SAUER 1.
W., 2011, Growth Performance Evaluation in F1 Hampshire Down x Turcana Lambs
Reared in Low Input Systems, Scientific Papers Animal Science and Biotechnologies,
44(2).

226



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL

[6]. ISDRARIU I. B. A., CSIZMADIA B., ARMAS A. G., SAUER M., PETROMAN
I., 2023, Diversification of Turcand Breed Sheep Production and Obtaining new Farm
Products, Lucrari Stiintifice Management Agricol, 25(3).

[7]. NEAGU IULIANA, CULEA C., PETROMAN 1., 2007, Cresterea animalelor, Ed.
Eurostampa, Timisoara.

[8]. NEATA D.-I., VINTILA T., 2023, The Origins of the Turcani Sheep Breed Varieties
and the Migration of the Populations to the Main Breeding Areas, Scientific Papers Animal
Sciences and Biotechnologies, 56(1).

[9]. PETROMAN CORNELIA, SAVA CIPRIANA, RISTEA 1., MARIN DIANA,
VADUVA LOREDANA, PETROMAN 1., 2018, Methods of improving the demand and
offer in the agroturist farms, Quaestus, Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 13.

[10]. PETROMAN CORNELIA, SAVA CIPRIANA, BOLD MARINELA LIDIA,
MARIN DIANA, VADUVA LOREDANA, PETROMAN 1., 2019, Considerations
regarding the development of rural and farm tourism, Quaestus Multidisciplinary Research
Journal, 14.

[11]. PETROMAN CORNELIA, VADUVA LOREDANA, SAVA CIPRIANA,
PETROMAN 1., 2022, Research regarding spending leisure time at the agrotourist farm,
Quaestus Multidisciplinary Journal, 19.

[12]. SAUER L.W., ARMAS ANA GINA, VADUVA LOREDANA, PETROMAN 1.,
2022, From Transhumance to Pastoral Tourism, Lucrari Stiintifice Management Agricol,
24(1).

[13]. SAUER L-W., GAVOJDIAN D., SAUER M., TRICA A.-G., VOIA S.-O.,
PADEANU L., 2017, Production and Reproduction Efficiency in Turcani and Ratca Sheep
Breeds. Scientific Papers Animal Science and Biotechnologies, 50(1).

[14]. TIMAR O., 2023, Oaia Turcana, cea mai veche si cunoscutd rasa de ovine din
Romania. Available at https://agrointel.ro/64131/rasa-de-oi-turcana-romaneasca-regina-
muntilor

[15]. VADUVA LOREDANA, TIRLEA IOANA CRISTINA, NEAMTU A., SUCIU A.
M., PETROMAN CORNELIA, 2023, Possibilities for improving the production and
consumption of meat and meat preparations in Timis county, Romania, SGEM Vienna.
[16]. VADUVA LOREDANA, PETROMAN CORNELIA, ARMAS ANA GINA,
CSIZMADIA BIANCA, PETROMAN 1., 2025, Diversification of farm activities for the
good use of finished production in sheep, Lucrari Stiintifice Management Agricol, 27(1).
[17]. VADUVA LOREDANA, MARIN DIANA, IULIA MUNTEANU, VALUSESCU
DANIELA, PETROMAN I., 2025, Improving quality management in sheep farms and
obtaining new farm brands, Lucrari Stiintifice Management Agricol, Vol 27(1).

[18].%** https://agromedia.md/agricultura-moderna/zootehnie/cresterea-animalelor

227



