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Abstract: The national trade balance is represented by the net difference between the value 

of imports of goods and products and the one of exports of goods and products, in our case 

we are talking about meat and meat products manifested in a certain period of time, 

performing analyzes comparisons regarding the value of imports and exports of meat and 

edible products, vegetable and animal fats and oils, or meat and fish products at the national 

level, but also the comparison of the situation in this field in the period 2019-2021 of imports 

and exports of live animals and animal products, at the level of Timis County, and animal or 

vegetable fats or oils. 

 

Key words: trade, meat, import, export. 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Analysing what is meant by trade balance, we can define it as the net difference 

between the value of imports and the value of exports of goods at the level of a country, 

recorded in a given period of time [4,9,11]. 

When a country exports more than it imports, the trade balance is favourable and 

when imports predominate, the trade balance is unfavourable [1,6,8]. The trade balance 

should be seen in the context of a country's overall international economic position. 

The trade balance can be broken down according to several points of view, so that 

by scope the trade balance can be (Figure 1.): 

 

  
Figure 1. Classification of trade balance according to the scope 

 

- general, when it includes all external trade relations of a country [2,5,7] 

- partial, if it concerns import and export relations with another country or a group 

of countries [3,8,10]. 

Another point of view that could determine a classification of the trade balance 

would be the results of external trade relations, so we can find next (Figure 2):  

- active (surplus) if exports exceeds imports, 

- passive (deficit) if imports exceeds exports, and 

- balanced (balanced) when they are equal. 

•encompasses all external trade relations of a countryGENERAL 

•if it concerns import and export relations with another 
country or a group of countries

PARTIAL 



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL  

91 

 
Figure 2. Classification of trade balance according to external trade performance 

 

The analysis of the trade balance must take into account the prices used and the 

price formation mechanism, as the trade balance is one of the most important parts of the 

external balance of payments [6,9,13]. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The aim of this research was to determine the type of trade balance of meat and meat 

products that is recorded at national level and in Timis County, according to several 

objectives: 

- carrying out comparative analyses 2020 versus 2021 regarding the values of 

imports and exports of meat and edible products, vegetable and animal fats 

and oils, or meat and fish products at national level 

- carrying out comparative analyses between 2019 and 2021 of imports and 

exports of live animals and animal products at Timis County level and of 

animal or vegetable fats or oils. 

 The methods of economic analysis used in this scientific approach are based on the 

information published by the National Institute of Statistics for studies carried out at national 

level and from the Timis County Statistical Yearbook, in the case of analyses and 

interpretations of the trade balance during the period under investigation. 

The aim of the studies was to find the most effective solutions for reorienting 

production to stimulate domestic consumption of meat and meat products from mammals 

and poultry, to stop importing and to stimulate meat exports. 

 

RESEARCH RESULTS 

 The national trade balance in general, and that of Timis County in particular, 

represents the net difference between the value of imports of goods and products and the 

value of exports of goods and products, in our case we are talking about meat and meat 

products, that ocurred in a certain period of time.  

If more is exported than imported, the trade balance can be considered to be 

favourable, conversely if imports predominate the balance then it is unfavourable.   

The first general objective was to carry out comparative analyses 2020 versus 2021 

on the value of imports and exports of meat and edible products, vegetable and animal fats 

and oils, or meat and fish products at national level (Table 1 and Figure 3). 

  

trade balance 

external trade relations

active (surplus)

export >import 

passive (deficit) 

import >export 

balanced (balanced) 

export=import
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Table 1.  

Value of imports and exports to our country in the period 2020-2021  

(million of euros) 
 2020 2021 

Imports  

(mil. €) 

Export  

(mil. €) 

Imports  

(mil. €) 

Export  

(mil. €) 

meat and edible products 910 195 976 240 

vegetable and animal fats 

and oils 

202 194 273 359 

meat and fish products 258 206 318 195 

 

 
Figure 3. Value of imports and exports in our country in the period 2020-2021  

(million of euros) 

 

 In the case of meat and edible products, we can state  that the trade balance is 

unfavourable in both 2020 and 2021, regarding  vegetable and animal fats and oils, a 

favourable trade balance can be spotted in both years analysed, while in the case of meat and 

fish products the trade balance is again unfavourable, i.e. the value of imports was higher 

than the value of exports.  

 As  far as the situation of Timis County is concerned the import and export of live 

animals and animal products and animal or vegetable fats or oils, we have identified exports 

and imports expressed in thousands of euros over a period of three years (table 2 and figure 

4.). 

Table 2.  

Value of imports and exports in Timis in 2019-2021 (thousands of euros) 

 2019 2020 2021 

Imports 
(mil. €) 

Export 
(mil. €) 

Imports 
(mil. €) 

Export 
(mil. €) 

Imports  
(mil. €) 

Export 
(mil. €) 

live animals and animal 

products 

78303 55970 100373 44778 104621 59052 

vegetable and animal 

fats and oils 

7616 15616 10636 14977 15789 15824 
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Figure 4. Value of imports and exports in Timis in 2019-2021 (thousands of euros) 

  

Analyzing the trade balance of Timis County from the point of view of live animals 

and animal products, it can be seen that the value of imports is much higher than that of 

exports, so we can say that the trade balance is not favorable. The situation is totally different 

in the case of animal and vegetable fats and oils, so that the value of exports made by 

producers in Timis County is much higher than that of imports, in this case the trade balance 

is favourable. 

    

CONCLUSIONS 

 

 From the analysis carried out at national and regional level, it can be stated that in 

Romania, in the case of meat and edible meat products from mammals and poultry, the trade 

balance is unfavourable both in the study year 2020 and for 2021, and in the case of fats, 

vegetable and animal oils, the trade balance is favourable in both years analysed, while in 

the case of meat and fish products, it is unfavourable, i.e. the value of imports was much 

higher than the value of exports.  

 At the level of Timis County, which has many resources for the processing industry, 

the trade balance in terms of live animals and animal products is not favourable, due to 

outbreaks of swine fever or avian influenza, while in the case of fats, animal and vegetable 

oils, the value of exports made by producers in Timis County is much higher than that of 

imports, in this case the trade balance is favourable for these production indicators for the 

area investigated. 

 Taking into account the potential of the county and its resources, measures are needed 

to stimulate the increase of mammal and poultry production, in order to boost exports and 

balance the trade balance. 
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